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The Second Coming of the Lord
Resurrection
Eschatology, the doctrine of the last things, is a subject of interest in the religious world

It is an important topic in 1 Thessalonians – 1:10; 2:12, 16, 19; 3:13

There have been a lot of theories about the end of life as we know it on earth
Several times during history, people have forecast the date…and many have believed and prepared

Even Jesus said He did not know the day or hour – Matthew 24:16
There appears to have been some questions and misunderstanding about it at Thessalonica

Specifically the question seems to be about time and the state of those who had already died

At the heart of this question is a need to understand the implications of the return of Jesus at some point on day-to-day Christian behaviour and attitude

Must tie 4:13 and following to 4:1
If one forgets the impact that our present life in Christ is to have on daily living…

The future hope becomes vain

Paul, nor any other New Testament writer, gives details concerning time…

All the New Testament is about being prepared for when it does come…

@1 Thessalonians 4:13 - 18

One of most favoured passages to be read at funerals and committal services

Would appear that a problem for believers at Thessalonica was concern about those Christians who had already died

It was common for many to believe that once a person died, that was it…

The idea of resurrection is not easy to accept by some – Acts 17:18, 31, 32

William Barclay wrote: “In the face of death the pagan world stood in despair. They met it with grim resignation and bleak hopelessness. Aeschylus wrote, "Once a man dies there is no resurrection." Theocritus wrote, "There is hope for those who are alive, but those who have died are without hope." Catullus wrote, "When once our brief light sets, there is one perpetual night through which we must sleep." On their tombstones grim epitaphs were carved. "I was not; I became; I am not; I care not."

There is distinctive Christian teaching concerning resurrection…
The gospel, that is the Good News of Jesus’ resurrection, changes the chronological orientation of the resurrection

Jesus was not raised at the end of history but as it history continues

True Christian resurrection happens at the new birth from death to life – Romans 6:3, 4
This guarantees the obedient believer that at the end of this present world, when Christ returns; resurrection into eternity takes place –                 1 Corinthians 15:20, 23 – 26
Resurrection

Resurrection (spiritual) is an event experienced in the new birth, giving purpose to living resurrection is also to be experienced (physical/mortal/into immortal) at the return of Jesus

It would appear that some felt that one had to be alive when Jesus came to enjoy the hope of His return to take believers to be with Him

These words of Paul give hope to those who wrongly believed that physical death would put any believers at a disadvantage

1 Corinthians 15 is a great passage of encouragement regarding the promise of final resurrection

What about that time between death and the final resurrection?

Conscious life? – 2 Corinthians 5:1 – 10; Philippians 1:20 - 23
Another common belief held by many is “soul sleep” - an unconscious state until resurrection 
More traditionally is a conscious yet “disembodied state” in hades

One of the major messages of this passage from 1 Thessalonians is that dying before the return of Jesus for His Church is not a thing to be feared or mourned
A side benefit of Paul’s message is to give joy and peace to those left behind

Like the rest of men who are without hope – Ephesians 2:12

“’Hope’ is, of course, more than optimism or positive thinking. In the context of the Christian gospel it signifies a confidence about the future which is based on God’s faithful promises, already in the process of fulfillment through Christ. Christians will therefore still grieve at the death of a fellow Christian because their fellowship with that brother or sister has been interrupted. But as Paul will stress, their hope alleviates and transforms that grief because when Christ comes their fellowship will be restored. Death’s “sting” (1 Cor 15:55) is removed from grief because the temporary separation of death will yield to the eternal fellowship of the Lord’s people – 2 Corinthians 4:17, 18”  (The College Press NIV Commentary)
The resurrection of Jesus is the reason for the hope of the final resurrection of the saints
“The work of God begun in Christ’s death and resurrection has as its objective the uniting of all of God’s people in eternal fellowship with him” (The - The College Press NIV Commentary) 

Paul stresses (v 15) that this teaching came from Jesus Himself

That Paul understands the truth of Peter’s words may give strength to his use of “we who are still alive…” – 2 Peter 3:1 – 10
1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17 

These verses emphasize that in this event the final purposes of God are realized

What a day when 1. The dead in Christ will be raised first…2. The faithful who are still alive are caught up with them

This “catching up” involves the transformation from physical to spiritual, mortal to immortal, corruptible to incorruptible  

 A special blessing in “The Lord himself” will come…

1 Thessalonians 4:18 – Encourage each other with these words

The message of Paul here is that ALL those living in Christ…those who preceded those still living…with ALL go to be with the Lord

Conclusion

Did Paul answer all the questions we might have about the second coming of Jesus? - No

Does anyone answer all the questions we may have about the second coming of Jesus? – No

Should what he has said make a difference in how we live every day of our life? – Yes

Chapter 5 expands on that…join us next time on Key To The Kingdom

